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SOS Illinois Update 

Rain, rain, go away….  Just after we 
shipped 95 afghans to Lockport, the 
torrential rains hit Illinois and the Village 
sustained several flooded basements.  The 
Village Center also had quite a bit of water 
damage. Luckily nobody was hurt, and the 
blankets were safe.  They are in the process 
of cleaning up and are looking forward to 
sunnier days.   
 
The additional homes for Lockport and 
Chicago are just about complete  They tell 
me another 2 –4 weeks and they are anxious 
to get the doors open and children placed.  
When I spoke to Liz Burke, Development 
Associate, she wanted all the afghans we 
had.  I was promised some pictures and a 
newsletter in return.   
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Newsletter 
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In April Warm the World connected with a 
wonderful group from Walsenburg, 
Colorado, Warm Hearts. This dynamic  
small group provides sleeping bags to the 
Salvation Army in Pueblo for distribution, 
layettes for St. Mary Corwin’s Hospital for 
mothers in need, gifts for Angel Tree 
children at Christmas, and also supports a 
New Mother’s organization in Trinidad.  
Over the past ten years they have completed 
hundreds of sleeping bags, dozens of layettes 
and they do all this with just a handful of 
volunteers. I’m thrilled that we could help 
them by providing some much needed 
material for their projects.   
 
Thanks to our Las Cruces New Mexico 
chapter of Warm the World  we were able to 
donate 12 new unopened blankets to Loaves 
and Fishes for their shelter beds.  This was 
made possible by Sara Spell, my 16 year old 
niece who launched our first blanket drive at 
Mayfield High School.  Thanks Sara for your 
hard work!  It’s young people like Sara that 
will shape the world and make it a warmer 
place! 
 
I recently met with Janel Rickey, Assistant 
Director of the Cañon City Pregnancy 
Center and was shocked at the number of 
women that they see annually.  In 2003 the 
Pregnancy Center saw 870 women!  This 
year to date they have helped 441!  WOW.  
With numbers like this they were thrilled to 
get a  commitment from Warm the World for  
75 baby blankets annually.  This year I 
imposed a deadline of October 31!    
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Numbers recap 

We are down to 26 afghans! We had 154 afghans 
then we shipped 95 to Lockport, 33 to Romania, and 
Chicago has requested as many as we can send.   So 
with my new commitment of 75 baby blankets for 
the Pregnancy Center and needing some for Chicago, 
we better get busy! 
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Our first meeting was a huge success.  If you couldn’t 
make it, you missed a wonderful time and we missed 
you!  Peggy Boydstun’s mom, Ruby Vandenbusche, 
won the door prize and we received 28 blankets!  My 
thanks to everyone for attending—I was really nervous 
about having a meeting without an agenda, but it was 
great fun. Thank you. 
 
In addition to the fun, I did get a good start on a pattern 
book but would like to match patterns with the actual 
blanket—so when you come next time, bring your 
pattern along too!  Speaking of next time… Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 24, 10:00 
am at Warm the World Headquarters, Cañon City.   
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I’m SO excited about the donations we have received.  
Last quarter Brown Sheep donated the cotton/wool 
blend yarn—if you haven’t tried it, you should. It’s 
great stuff… and Caron recently donated 48 pounds of 
mill ends.  Some of the Caron yarn is that wonderful 
Simply Soft baby yarn.  D.J.’s FiberCrafts continues 
to accept donations on our behalf.  And thanks to 
Monica Kelly, St. Michaels preschool as well as a 
local girl scout troop donated yarn and material!  A 
big thank you for all our donators.    

Donations 
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 a great big smile on your face every morning and always remember, there is a PURPOSE." 

“Put a great  big smile on your face every morning 
and always remember, there is a PURPOSE.”  
Cheryl A. Cioppa 

Jamboree June 19 

Warm the World will have a booth at the Jamboree to 
benefit Starpoint on June 19.  This is a great opportu-
nity for us to meet other local non-profit groups and 
maybe even gain additional resources.   The Jamboree 
starts at 10:00 am and runs until 4:00 pm—I’m look-
ing for helpers!!   Come and sit with me for a couple 
hours.  

Meeting Info 

Romania Update 

Thirty three great afghans will soon be on their way to 
Romania.  Teen Mania Ministries has once again ac-
cepted our offer of afghans!  They have room for two 
boxes in their July 13 Global Expedition.  Aren’t we 
lucky that these great kids will once again hand deliver 
our beautiful blankets.  All we have to do is ship them 
to Texas and Teen Mania handles the rest of the logis-
tics.  Last year we even got pictures of them actually 
handing out the blankets.   


